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21 Years of Heart: The WSU SGA Auction 


By Marion Calabro 
Senate Correspondent 


On March 30, the Worces- 
ter State University Community 
showed its “Heart” at the 21st An- 
nual SGA Auction. The Worcester 
State Student Government Associa- 
tion and SGA Auction Committee 
in conjunction with many faculty 
members host this event. Over 
$32,000 was raised that night to 
benefit three Worcester Charities: 
Abby's House, the Mustard Seed, 
and Sherry’s House. 

The motto for the SGA Auction 
has been “have a heart”. This is an 
appropriate slogan for an event 
that takes a full year for student 
volunteers to plan@hdrun. Student 
driven efforts transform the Stu- 
dent Center’s Blue Lounge from a 
room into a well-managed auction 
house. Of course, the SGA Auction 
is not made possible exclusively by 
the committee. It takes the entire 
Worcester State community to 
make this event possible. The items 
auctioned off are donated by local 
businesses, students, and families. 
Faculty from Student Activities, 
Academic Success, Campus Police, 
and Residence Life among others 
also volunteered to staff the event. 

One year of preparation goes 
into each auction. This year the 
SGA Auction Committee was co- 


The Battle Royale for those with Brains at WSU 


By Erika Anderson 


On Wednesday March 28, 
Worcester State University held 
the annual “Battle of the Brains,” a 
Jeopardy like game show, located 
in the Blue Lounge in the Student 
Center. The event was put on by 
Student Events Committee. Here, 
a small group of contestants and 
friends had gathered to watch the 
game unfold. In the back of the 
room there was a table laid out 
with questions and prizes for any- 
one in, or not in, the contest, which 
was nice gesture especially for the 
teams who did not win. 

Like any game it started with 
the game show host, Tim Sullivan, 
Assistant Dead/ Director of Student 
Acitivits, explaining all the rules in 
great depth. There were six teams 
of four players, who each had a 


chaired by Erin Desmarais, Sarah 
Fulginiti, and Trevor Sansoucy. 
Under their leadership the Auc- 
tion Committee worked tirelessly 
to gather and catalogue donations, 
run numerous fundraisers, and 
set in place the logistics for such a 
large event. 

On the evening of Friday, March 
30th these efforts came to fruition. 

A string of Worcester State 
students and faculty in blue shirts 
circled the Blue Lounge in the stu- 
dent center individually showcas- 
ing each donated items to a crowd- 
ed room. Attendees included WSU 
President Barry Maloney, students 
and their families, the Student 
Events Committee, in addition to 
other community members. Those 
in attendance had the opportunity 
to bid on a plethora of items in- 
cluding Worcester Sharks tickets, 
Red Sox tickets, autographed sports 
memorabilia, gift baskets, Worces- 
ter State University undergraduate 
classes, WSU parking spots and 
much more. 

All of the funds raised during 
this evening and in fundraisers 
throughout the year is donated 
directly towards three local chari- 
ties: Abby’s House, The Mustard 
Seed, and Sherry’s House. Each of 
these charities also holds a reverse 
auction during the event. During 
the reverse auction a story is told 


clicker to “buzz” into a question, 
also read by Sullivan. The ques- 
tions themselves covered history, 
science, literature, geography, the 
arts, social sciences, sports, and 
popular culture. 

Each round was ten minutes 
long and the first round was a 
“loser goes home” elimination 
round. Team Fruitloops lost to 
Team Ramrod by ten points. Team 
4 Horsemen beat Team Jimmy 
Dean's Breakfast by five points. 
Team Hash Tag Paul beat team 
Chess Club by 30 points. 

In the next round it was double 
elimination; teams must lose twice 
to go home. The top three teams 
played each other twice. In the end 
it came down to 4 Horsemen and 
Hash Tag Paul. It was a rather close 
match, but 4 Horsemen pulled 
away for the win. First and Second 


to those in attendance and each 
bidder is given the unique opportu- 
nity to give these stories a happier 
ending. 

For Abby’s House, a battered 
womens and children home- 
less shelter, their story was one of 
furniture. Abby’s House acts as a 
safe haven for those in need with- 
out asking for much, if anything, 
in terms of rent. This year all they 
wanted was to refurnish the rooms 
in which these women and children 
stayed. 

For The Mustard Seed, an or- 
ganization that helps Worcester’s 
homeless community, their story 
was one of shelter. The Mustard 
Seed gives sleeping bags to the 
homeless free of charge as a means 
of warmth and shelter against the 
elements. This year they had run 
out of sleeping bags and wished to 
be able to stockpile more. 

Sherry’s House is a home that pro- 
vides support as well as room and 
board to families that have a child 
with cancer. Their story was one of 
a child’s wish. A local child affected 
by an aggressive form of cancer 
wanted nothing more than to take ~ 
his parents and sister to Florida as 
they had never been before. 

During these reverse auctions 
the feeling of community and 
generosity in the room piqued as 
those in attendance came together 


Place prizes were $300 and $150 
respectively. 

When asked about whether or 
not the 4 Horsemen (Eric Thulin, 
Zach Creeden-Prefontain, Kerry 
Sabanty, and John Inman) studied, 


or received a study guide, they were 


quoted saying “no, we received a 
set of rules, but no study guide.” 
‘The students said. “We didn’t study, 
we just know a bunch of random 
stuff,” that apparently the rest of the 
contestants did not know and they 
also mentioned that they watched a 
lot of game shows too. 


to donate their money directly 
towards these stories of need. The 
community in the blue room that 
evening truly showed its heart and 
all of the organizations were able to 
achieve their happier ending. Out- 
dated furniture will be replaced. 
Over one hundred sleeping bags 
will be purchased. A child will take 
his family to Florida. 

The hard number for the 
amount raised during the 21st SGA 
Auction will not be available for 
a few weeks. Items not sold at the 
auction are put up in later online 
auctions and those funds are yet to 
be accounted for. 

Even still the amount raised 
stands at over $32,000 which sur- 
passed the groups goal of $30,000. 

As the work for the 21st SGA 
Auction comes to an end over the 
next few weeks another project 
starts. The discussion of the 22nd 
Annual Auction has already begun. 

If you could not attend this 
year’s auction the 22nd Annual 
SGA Auction will be held around 


March 29, 2013. Better yet, students 
are encouraged to join the SGA 
Auction Committee for a truly un- 
forgettable experience. Questions 
or comments regarding the SGA 
Auction may be forwarded to sga@ 
worcester.edu. 
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By Thom Friend 


On April 1, 2:30 p.m. I sped 
along I-290 toward the Worcester 
Public Library. I was running late, 
per usual, to a unique poetry event. 
That day the library played host to 
the Worcester County Poetry Asso- 
ciation’s (WCPA) College Contest. 
The finalists consisted of students 
from eight local colleges. As I ap- 
proached the library’s Banx Room, 
where the reading was already in 
progress, I was distressed to find 
that the doors were closed, the 
event had already begun. 

As I sat outside the door, listen- 
ing to the sporadic applause com- 
ing from within, I contemplated the 
best way to enter the room without 
being that aggravating latecomer 
who disrupts the whole event. I 
decided to enter during the next 
round of applause, and hopefully 
sneak into a seat in the back, un- 
noticed. 

When the clapping began, I 
opened the door into a room with 


Photo by Thom Friend 


Entertainment 
A Firsthand Account of Local Collegiate Poetry in Worcester 


about 30 chairs in it, 29 of which - 
were filled. However, to my rescue 
came Professor Susan Elizabeth 
Sweeney, Ph.D., of Holy Cross 

as she motioned to a vacant seat. 
Unfortunately, the seat happened 
to be in the front row, next to one 
of the two judges of the event. 
Needless to say, I was a distraction. 
When I finally settled in, however, 
I was soon reassured that I was in a 
room filled with encouraging poets 
and poetry enthusiasts. Everyone 
had a smile on their face, and for 
refreshments there was fresh fruit 
and homemade hermits. There was 
nothing to fear here. 

Poets read their pieces in rapid- 
fire succession, as they were intro- 
duced by Professor Ian Williams, 
Ph.D., of Fitchburg State University. 
Among the winners were Orquidia 
Jerez of Holy Cross, and Christian 
Lecorps of WPI. There were also 
two honorable mentions; Stephanie 
Giguere of Assumption College, 
and our very own Jeff Siegrist, of 
Worcester State University. 


All of the poets brought some- 
thing unique to the table. With 
varying styles of performance and 
writing, there was no shortage of 
originality. Siegrist, WSU, deliv- 
ered an extensive narrative poem 
in which he explained his discon- 
certing childhood experience of 
learning that he was becoming 
an elephant. Intelligently writ- 
ten, dry-humored, and frantically 
performed, Siegrist’s poem seemed 
to appeal to all of our feelings of 
childhood insecurity. 

After the event, I shared a few 
words with Williams about the 
WCPA. He described the organiza- 
tion as a “great way to help you tap 
into the community of poetry writ- 
ing” that flourishes here in Worces- 
ter. On our way out the door, as 
Williams and I were parting ways, 
I hastily asked “Is there anything 
in particular that Worcester State 
students should know about the 
WCPA?@” With a grin and a wave, 
he said simply “That it exists.” 
Well... now you know. 


For upcoming events from the 
WCPA, as well as general informa- 
tion on the Worcester poetry scene, 
visit their website at http://wepa. 
homestead.com/. 

Questions or concerns? Email 
tfriend@worcester.edu. 
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Free HIV Testin 


Will be offered by 
WSU Pride Alliance 
& TWA 
April 17 


Ll a.m. = 3 p.m. 
Third Floor of the 
Student Center 
Everything will be 
done anonymously! 
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By Ashley Arseneau 


The local music scene in 
Worcester can claim a lot of great, 
relatively unheard of bands, and 
also, most importantly, quite a few 
venues for bands from out of town 
to come play their music and bless 
the people of Worcester with some- 
thing they cannot see every week 
without going east. Recently, the 
people of Worcester were given the 
gift of funk in a big way. 

On Saturday, March 31, Tam- 
many Hall welcomed The Big OP 
Dirty Bucket to a small but excited 
crowd. Most interesting, besides 
the music of course, was how this 
ten member band squeezed onto 
the small stage at Tammany, along 
with all of their instruments. They 
told me they had played on even 
smaller stages in the past. 


Entertainment 
Moving In Stereo: Funk Comes to Worcester via Big Ol Dirty Bucket 


Now to discuss the gift of funk 
the band brought. It was not just 
normal funk, it was Beantown 
Funk. Something similar, but not 
the same as normal funk. Accord- 
ing to guitarist, Funk EZ Money 
McNasty,’ “It has a little bit more 
rock and latin percussion in it.” 
Whatever it had in it must have 
been more than enough to get 
everyone at Tammany excited and 
dancing despite it being the last set 
of the night at 12:40 a.m. 

Big Ol’ Dirty Bucket is prepar- 
ing to release their first full length 
studio album in May. The album 
will be self-titled and will feature 
all twelve songs from the set heard 
that night. After the album they 
have big plans. 

“We are going global!” said key- 
boardist Reverend Bad Funkalatoo. 
They plan to expand their shows 


ed 


further out past Massachusetts and 
will soon be traveling to Maine in 
the coming months. From there 
they aspire to book a national tour. 

This hopeful bunch of funky 
rockers have been jamming as a 
group for about two and a half 
years. They said in an interview 
that the group started with five 
members then and have grown 
since then to the aforementioned 
ten piece ensemble that they are 
today. Their lineup includes two 
vocalists, one doubling as mc, key- 
board, trumpet, trombone, drums 
and bass among other things. 

As someone who has seen quite 

a few shows, especially at Tam- 
many, it can safely be said that they 
brought the Beantown Funk and 
then some to Worcester. Their set 
featured lots of energy and talent 
for their music and performance. 


our website: wsstudent.wordpress.com 


In the process of making a few 
videos during their show, it was 
truly a challenge to stand relatively 
still and not dance to avoid camera 
shakes. 

Those who missed it need not 
be afraid. The Big OP Dirty Bucket 
will return to Wormtown in June 
when they play at Beatnik’s on Park 
Avenue June 8. Also, for anyone 
willing to travel, there is a plethora 
of dates they have booked around 
Massachusetts, New Hampshire 
and Maine that can be found on 
their website www.bigoldirtybuck- 
et.com . 

Make sure to check out our web- 
site wsstudentvoice.wordpress.com 
and our Facebook page for videos 
of their show at Tammany and a 
video interview! 


Photo by Ashley Arseneau. Be sure to check out the full video interview on 
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2012 MLB Preseason Predictions 


By Ryan Kuketz 


As spring approaches the 
weather gets warmer, the school 
year begins to wind down, and 
the baseball players take the field. 
Every year I like to pretend like I 
know how the MLB season is going 
to play out and most of the time I 
am wrong. This year is no differ- 
ent. I will still make my pre-season 
predictions for the 2012 season. 
This season is different from other 
years as MLB has added a wild card 
spot in each league. The wild card 
teams will have to go head to head 
in a one game playoff to advance to 
the league division series. 

Starting with the National 
League East, I believe the Philadel- 
phia Phillies will win the division 
and will make the World Series 
for the third time in 5 years. The 
Phillies have won the NL east every 
year since 2007 when the New York 
Mets collapsed in the last week 
of the season and won the title in 
2008. Although they lost Leftfield- 
er, Raul Ibanez to the Yankees via 
Free agency, they were able to pick 
up former Red Sox closer, Jonathan 
Papelbon. The Phillies still have 
one of the best rotations in all of 
baseball with Roy Halladay, Cole 
Hamels and Cliff Lee at the front 
end. 

The Mets have gotten worse this 
season. They lost the face of their 
franchise, Jose Reyes, to the Mar- 
lins and players have not stayed 
healthy. Jason Bay has been a bust 
for the Mets and they are playing in 
a stadium where it is harder to a hit 
a homerun. 

The “new” Miami Marlins are 
playing in a brand new stadium, 
and went on a spending spree this 
winter signing Jose Reyes, Mark 
Buerhle, and Heath Bell. The Mar- 
lins ended last season in last place 
in the NL east and even with the 
new additions, the Marlins may 
still struggle. The Marlins Hanley 
Ramirez may need to time to adjust 
to playing 3rd base with Reyes tak- 
ing over Ramirez's former position 
at shortstop. I believe the Marlins 
will earn a wild card spot and get a 
chance to play in the NLDS. 

The National League Central 
may be the most wide open divi- 


sion in not just baseball but in 
every sport. This division has seen 
its biggest stars leave this offseason 
and for the final time ever there 
will be six teams competing. The 
Cubs made big front office changes 
by hiring Theo Epstein as the new 
General Manager and he brought 
along his friend Jed Hoyer as as- 
sistant GM and hired former Red 
Sox coach Dale Sveum as the Cubs 
manager. It’s hard for a GM to take 
a position and make a direct im- 
pact immediately. As Epstein works 
on improving the Cubs, the team is 
still not good enough to make an 
impact and make the playoffs. 
Despite losing Albert Pujols to 

the Angels, the St. Louis Cardinals 
still have good pitching and good 
offense with Lance Berkman at Ist 
base and Matt Holliday in leftfield. 
The Cardinals biggest opposition 
in the NL central is the Milwau- 
kee Brewers but they have become 
weaker as Prince Fielder signed 
with the Tigers. I predict that the 
Cardinals will win the division and 
the Brewers will get the 2nd wild 
card spot. 

' The National League West is an- 
other weak division. Despite win- 


ning the World Series in 2010, the - 


Giants failed to reach the postsea- 
son last year and they haven't made 
any big changes this offseason. The 
Dodgers are under new owner- 
ship and still in transition from 

the awful Frank McCourt owner- 
ship that faced financial problems. 
The Arizona Diamondbacks are 
always somehow a threat to win the 
division and the Rockies haven't 
made any splashes this offseason. 

I believe the San Francisco Giants 
will win the NL West. 

The American League East is 
known as the hardest division in 
baseball and the extra wild card 
will help the AL East more than 
any other division. The Yankees 
ridded themselves of AJ Burnett , 
who was a bust for them and they 
still have great pitching with CC 
Sabathia leading the rotation. Andy 
Pettites return to the big leagues 
should help New York especially 
if another starter gets injured. The 
Yankees lineup is still loaded like 
always with Alex Rodriguez, Mark 
Teixeira, and Derek Jeter. The Yan- 


Sports 


kees won the division last year and 
they will repeat again this year and 
win the AL East. 

The Red Sox are still grappling 
with the effects of last year’s monu- 
mental collapse in September. 
Beergate(the clubhouse chicken 
and beer antics) is still a hot topic 
and will be brought up by fans and 
the media all season long. They 
have a new manager, Bobby Val- 
entine, who hasn't coached in the 
Majors in 10 years. Through spring 
training he has flip-flopped his take 
on how he wants to use certain 
pitchers and there has been specu- 
lation that Valentine and the front 
office have been butting heads on 
who to call up to the major league 
team. 

Boston's biggest worry is pitch- 
ing. It took all of spring training to 


_ decide on the starting rotation and 


newly acquired closer Andrew Bai- 
ley will miss 3-4 months after hav- 
ing thumb surgery. Jon Lester, Clay 
Buccholz, and Josh Beckett will be 
in the front of the rotation with — 
Felix Doubront and Daniel Bard as 


- the fouth and fifth starters. The Red 


Sox still have power hitting with 
Adrian Gonzalez, David Ortiz, and 
Kevin Youkilis in the lineup. 

Had the new wild card system 
been in effect, the Red Sox would 
have made the postseason every 
year for the last 10 years and I 
believe Boston will benefit with the 
new system this year. They will fin- 
ish in 3rd place behind the Yankees 
and Rays but will still get that extra 
wild card and have a chance to play 
in the postseason for the first time 
since 2009. 

The Tampa Bay Rays are coming 
off a season were they clinched a 
playoff spot on the final day of the 
regular season after Boston's melt- 
down and they still seem superior 
to the Red Sox this season. Tampa 
Bay will come in 2nd place this sea- 
son in the AL East and will face the 
Red Sox in a one game playoff. 

The AL Central features the 
Detroit Tigers, Kansas City Royals, 


-Minnesota Twins, Cleveland Indi- 


ans, and Chicago White Sox. The 
White Sox lost ace Mark Buehrle 
to the Marlins along with manager 
Ozzie Guillen. Chicago has failed 
to make a splash in recent years 


PS a a 


and the downward spiral will con- 
tinue this season. Kansas City and 
Cleveland will also be nonfactors in 
the division. 

The Detroit Tigers acquired 


Price Fielder this offseason and the 


biggest competition in the division 
is Minnesota who can be danger- 
ous when healthy. Star first base- 
man Justin Morneau missed most 
of last year and has struggled the 
last couple years with health is- 


sues. Despite Detroit being without — 


catcher Victor Martinez for the 


year, they should still be able to win ~ 


the AL Central. 

The American League West has 
been a close contest the last few 
years between the Los Angeles 
Angels of Anaheim and the Texas 
Rangers. The Rangers have won 
the AL pennant the last two sea- 
sons and lost in the World Series 
each year. This year the Angels are 
the better team by picking up the 
best hitter in all of baseball, Albert 


Pujols and by signing former Texas 


pitcher CJ Wilson. The Angels 
shouldn't have much trouble with 
Texas this year and I am picking ~ 


Los Angeles not only to win the AL _ 


West but to win the eh ee Sette ie 


October. 


Each team plays 162 games over _ 
six months and teams can dramati- _ 
cally change via trades, or because _ 


of injuries. This is how I see the 


season playing out. The best thing — : 
about baseball is that anything can _ 
happen so sit back, grab some fried — 


chicken and beer, and enjoy the 
next six months of baseball. 


AL East: Yankees 

AL Central: Tigers 

AL West: Angels 

AL Wild Cards: Rays, Red Sox. 
NL East: Phillies : 
NL Central: Cardinals 

NL West: Giants 

NL Wild Cards: Marlins, Brewer 


AL Wild Card: Red Sox OVER Rays | 


ALDS: Angels OVER Red Sox 
Yankees OVER Tigers 


NL Wild Card: Brewers OVER Mars | 


lins 

NLDS: Phillies OVER Brewers 
Cardinals OVER Giants 
ALCS: Angels OVER Yankees 
NLCS: Phillies OVER Cardinals 


World Series: Angels OVER Phillies 
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Women’s Track & Field 

Led by several standout per- 
formances, the women’s track and 
field team has picked up where it 
left off from the indoor season. 

This past weekend at the Jim 
Sheehan Invitational, seniors Mara 
Kralian and Sarah Rafferty along 
with junior Briana Wise and soph- 
omore Christy Deininger eclipsed 
the school record in the 4x100 me- 
ter relay for the sixth fastest time 
in the NCAA Division III. Wise 
opened the season in Charlotte, 
North Carolina with school marks 
in the 100 meters and 200 meters as 
she is ranked second nationally in 
both events. 

Freshman Amanda Caldarone 
also had a toss of 130-5 feet in the 
javelin at the Worcester City Meet . 

_for the 14th best throw in Division 
III and Deininger’s time in the 100 
meter hurdles in Charlotte is 15th 
on the national performance list. 

With two more meets remain- 
ing until the MASCAC/Alliance 
Championships on April 28, the 
Lancers will compete at UMass 
Amherst and return to Fitchburg 
State in the next two weeks. 


Women’s Lacrosse 

With a young team, the women’s 
lacrosse team has had a difficult 
season as they are currently in 
search of their first win this season 
(0-7, 0-3 NEWLA). The squad has 
lost three of its last four contests by 
a combined eight markers. 

Despite eight goals by first-year 
_ Jaclyn Lawlor on March 31, the 
Lancers were defeated by Salem 
State, 21-20. In the last week, 

_ sophomore Vicki O’Brian totaled 
seven points (six goals — one assist) 
and seven ground balls to pace an 
effort on both sides of the ball in a 
20-10 setback to Fitchburg State on 
Tuesday before dropping an 18-15 
decision to Framingham State this 
past Saturday. 

Worcester State will play Mass 
Maritime at 7 PM on Tuesday at 
home and visit Rhode Island Col- 
lege on Thursday at 4. On Saturday 
the Lancers will head to Bridgewa- 
ter State for a 12 PM contest against 
Bridgewater State. 


WSU Sports In Brief 


Softball 

Paced by junior righthander 
Hannah Everson, the softball team 
has posted an overall record of 7-11 
and 2-2 in MASCAC play. This past 
week, Everson fanned four in a 7-5 
triumph against Clark on Tuesday 
before she tossed a three-hit shut- 
out in a 6-0 win against Salem State 
on Friday. 

The squad is led by junior Aimee 
Lamoureux who is batting .346 
with seven stolen bases and 13 runs 
scored while senior Erica Cordio 
is hitting .305 with 14 runs and 10 
RBIs. Everson is 5-4 with a 3.52 
earned run average and 51 stike- 
outs in 61.1 innings. 

The Blue and Gold will play 
cross town rival WPI on Tuesday at 
3 PM in a doubleheader and Nich- 
ols at home on Thursday fora5 
oclock twinbill at Rockwood Park. 
They end the week with two games 
on the road against MCLA starting 
at 12 PM. 


Men's Golf 

In their first tournament of the 
season, the men’s golf team placed 
11th at the 13 team Rhode Island 
College Spring Invitational as Chris 
McCarthy led the charge with a 
score of 85 (+13) at Triggs Memo- 
rial Golf Course. 

After playing at two-day UMass 
Dartmouth Invitational this com- 
ing weekend, the Lancers will host 
more than 20 teams and the MAS- 
CAC Championships at Blackstone 
National on Tuesday, April 17. 

They will close their spring sea- 
son on April 21-22 at the Johnson 
and Wales Invitational at Cranston 
Municipal. 


Joe Belanger 
(Courtesy WSU 
Sports Information) — 


Men’s Track & Field 

This past weekend the men’s 
track and field team claimed a trio 
of first-place performances to fin- 
ish second overall as a team at the 
Jim Sheehan Invitational hosted by 
Fitchburg State. 

Junior Todd Paquin copped 
MASCAC Track Athlete of the 
Week accolades for winning the 
long jump, placing second in the 
100 meters and fourth in the 200 
meters. Paquin and sophomore 
Luke Curtis along with first-year 
classmates Duy Truong and Ter- 
rence Gibson, the Lancers would 
take home first in the 4x100 meter 
relay with a stellar time of 43.09. 
Sophomore Andrew Johnson also 
cleared 6-01.25 feet for the top 
height in the high jump as third- 
year Andrew Garcia qualified for 
the Division III New England 
Championships in the pole vault. 

WSU will head to UMass Am- 
herst and Fitchburg State in the 
next week in preparation for the 
MASCAC/Alliance Championships 
on Saturday, April 28. 


Baseball 

This past week the baseball team 
(5-18, 0-4 MASCAC) snapped an 
eight-game losing streak with a 
19-4 triumph over UMass Dart- 
mouth. Freshman Nick Ruggiero 
who went 5-for-6 with three runs 
and two RBIs as sophomore Joe 
Carlier crossed the plate four times 
and finished with a trio of runs 
driven in. 

The Blue and Gold followed 
their win the Corsairs by getting 
swept at Salem State, 7-2 and 12-0. 
They are being led this season by 
junior Nick Gezotis who his batting 
.368 with four doubles and nine 
RBIs and Carlier who has notched 
a .333 clip at the plate with 13 runs 
scored. 

The Worcester State nine will 
take on Brandeis on Tuesday and 
Nichols on the road on Thursday 
in a pair of games starting at 3:30. 
Worcester State then heads to 
North Adams for a 12 PM first- 
pitch against MCLA. 


Aimee Lamoureux 
(Courtesy Richard Orr 

Sports Photography) — 
ee a Pee 


Take a course at Fitchburg State University 
to help you catch up or get ahead in your studies! 


Our wide variety of scheduling options will still leave time for your summer job and vacation plans. 


_ Summer Session I: May 29-June 29, 2012 / Summer Session I: July 9-August 10, 2012 


Art ¢ Astronomy ® Biology * Business Administration * Communications Media e Chemistry * Computer Science 
Criminal Justice ¢ Economics ¢ Education ¢ English * Exercise & Sports Science * Geography ¢ History 
Interdisciplinary Studies ¢ Italian e Mathematics « Music * Nursing « Occupational Education Philosophy 
Physics © Political Science « Psychology © Sociology * Spanish ¢ Speech ¢ Theater 


ONLINE COURSES AVAILABLE! | 


Registration begins April 17. To avoid late charges, 


register by May 15 for Session | and June 26 for Session II. 
B FI T¢ HB J RG STATE U N IVE RS ITY Call 978-665-4196, or view the complete summer schedule ati. 
g GRADUATE AND CONTINUING EDUCATION www.fitchburgstate.edu/gce/reg 


Summer at BSU 


Stak on pace to an get a fe start on ee 
the fall or focus on a single subject with 
BSU Summer Session. 


Fabulous. Summer session typically offers - 
smaller class sizes with an intense focus, 

all on our fabulously scenic campus. 

It's fast. Complete your course in 

5 or 10 weeks. vs 
Have fun. Our compact scheduling — 

and online options give you time 
for summer fun. 
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Who Knew About Woo U?: The Lancer Oak 


By Joseph P. Labaire 


As winter has now turned to 
spring and life seems to begin 
again, we are reminded of birth. 

Each bud on a tree is a new life 
waiting to be born into this world. 
The trees that the buds sprout from 
are another year older, and another 
year wiser. How many winters have 
they had to brave, or in this years’ 
case, just had to wait out? As you 
stroll around campus thinking 
about everything except classes, 
just waiting for the summer and 
the hopes you have for it, take time 
to look around and notice the tree 
life that we share our campus with. 
From Oak trees to Maple trees, 

‘Worcester State University is home 
to quite an array of tree species. In 
front of the Student center there is 
one tree in particular that you may 
have noticed while you hustled 
to get to class or walked past as 

you went to grab a bite to eat with 
friends in the cafeteria, the Lancer 
Oak. 

This Oak tree, given the title of 
“the Lancer Oak’, is over 125 years 
old, dating back to the first days 

of this University. It isn't hard to 
spot given the size of it. At around 
75 feet tall and with a trunk that 
is over 13 feet in diameter, it is no 


doubt that the lancer Oak is the E 


largest tree on campus. 

“Cherish the past, Challenge the 
Future” are the words inscribed on 
the memorial plack for the Lancer 
Oak. These words hold true in 
our young lives. As we prepare 
for the future we must take time 
to remember where we have been 
and remember the lessons we have 
learned. 

So, during the busy days of finals 
and planning summer trips, take 
time to look around at the beauty 
that our campus has to offer, and 
while you are doing so, stop by and 
say hello to the Lancer Oak. It will 
be in the same place it has been 
for the past 125 some odd years. 
Feel free to gaze from afar, point 
it out to your parents who may be 
helping you move out of the dorms 
or seek shelter under its massive 
branches where, if you listen hard 
enough, like a wise old professor it 
may share with you knowledge it 
has gained through the years. Take 
that knowledge and plant your own 
Oak tree, and if you're lucky, you 
and your Oak tree with flourish just 
as the Lancer Oak has, enduring 
everything the world throws your 
way and growing stronger year 
after year. 
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Restaurant Review: 


Gold Star Restaurant 
By Justin Hughes 


Gold Star Restaurant is located on 
68 West Boylston Street in Worces- 
ter, owned by Bill. Being a breakfast 
and lunch restaurant, it is only open 
until 3:00 p.m., although it is open 
every day of the week at 6:00 a.m. 

(7 on Sundays). While small, the 
restaurant has many good reviews 
on service and food. Although Gold 
Star does not have a website, restau- 
rant review websites such as Yelp. 
com and Urbanspoon.com both give 
Gold Star a 4 and a 4.5 star rating out 
of 5, respectively. Both websites also 
have many compliments on the food, 
specifically the corned beef hash, a 
popular side to a meal. 

“Tt’s hard to compete and earn 
your place these days,” says the 
owner, Bill. “So many different food 
places have come and gone over the 
years.” Just a few buildings down 
from his establishment, there was 
a bagel factory which only lasted a 
short time, and was replaced by a 
pizza restaurant named Bellisimos, 
which was then replaced by what 
is now, The Pizza Oven after barely 
being there for a few short months. 
Also a few buildings down from 
Gold Star Restaurant, was Marty’s 
Ice Cream which was replaced by 
Fastway Pizza. 

With there now being five differ- 
ent pizza places that are all in the 
same neighborhood (three have been 
established there for many years), 
Gold Star Restaurant is definitely 
a stand out by serving just break- 
fast and lunch foods. It is definitely 
worth going to and trying out for a 
change. Whether you call in for take- 
out or come in to sit down and dine, 
you sure wont regret ordering from a 
place that is owned by someone who 
really knows how to cook food that 
stands out. 

My personal suggestion: Sausage, 
egg, and cheese on a bulky roll. 


The Woo Card and all it has to Offer 


By Adam Straughn 


There are many reasons why 
students are drawn to the numerous 
colleges in Worcester, including its 
convenient central location in New 
England as well as the affordable 
housing and living costs in compari- 
son to other cities in the area such 
as Boston or Providence. For some 
students however, one of the biggest 
draws of this diverse and intrigu- 
ing city is the thriving culture that 
provides students and non-students 
alike with a myriad of places to eat, 
drink, be entertained, or even enter- 
tain others with ones own talents, 
all while being surrounded by other 
like-minded individuals. 

While Worcester does not 
necessarily have the best societal 
reputation (GoLocal.com reported 
Worcester to have one of the low- 
est median incomes and the high- 
est property crime rate) there is no 
denying that it has plenty to offer in 
the realms of art and entertainment. 
Much of this has to do with the clus- 
tering of college institutions and its 
lasting reputation a hub for cultural 
events and social gatherings. 

When touring the campus as a 
prospective student or even dur- 
ing freshman orientation (granted 
that one is not transfer student), 
your guide most likely mentioned 
all the cultural advantages that the 
city of Worcester has to offer. They 
probably mentioned some of the 
most popular event venues such 
as DCU Center, Hanover Theatre, 
and Worcester Palladium in Down- 
town Worcester as well as some of 
the nightclubs that are frequented 
by many students on the weekends 
such as Club U, Mahoney’s, and 
Leitrim’, all of which are on Park 
Ave. But in addition to these most 
popular destinations and most fre- 
quented bars, there are many other 
places to visit and much more to do 
in the city without spending all of 
that student loan money on expen- 
sive concert tickets or alcohol. 

As a freshman, every student 
was given a discount card called the 
“WOO Card’ which aimed to attract 
students to get out and experience 
new things throughout the city of 
Worcester. While the WOO Card 
was created with intentions to in- 
crease traffic at local businesses, but 
there was also a secondary motive 


to encourage students to venture 
off campus to have a more enrich- 
ing college experience. This WOO 
Card provides card-holders with 
discounts at many entertainment 
venues, restaurants, retailers, hotels, 
transportation providers, as well as 
other cultural destinations through- 
out the city. 

Like most other rewards cards, 
the more one uses this WOO Card, 
the more points one can rack up 
on it, leading to even more savings 
or even additional monthly prizes. 
Using the WOO card on Monday- 
Thursday earns 2 Woo Points and 
Friday-Sunday earns one point. 
Gifts and additional savings can be 
obtained once the certain thresh- 
olds of 10, 25, 50, and 100 points 
are met. Every level has its own gifts 
and prizes to reward you with which 
change periodically, so the more you 
“WOO?” the more you win 

This act of visiting local busi- 

nesses has recently inherited its 
own unique vocabulary in our city’s 
local vernacular. Now “WOOing” 
is no longer understood in its old 
sense, defined as “attempting to gain 
favor, support, or love from another 
person,” but instead has become 
common day social lingo between 
city-goers. Seriously, don't be too 
surprised if “R U WOOing 2nite” 
appears on your cell phone screen 
as a text message one of these days. 
Of course, you can “Woo” in both 
senses of the term at the same time; 
By “WOOing,’ or taking a date out 
into the city for some cultural event, 
you may also be wooing them in 
the old sense at the same time! The 
WOO Card is for the creative types, 
so get creative and take your dates 
somewhere different for a change 
and save some money while doing 
so! 

So now that you know what the 
city of Worcester is all about, what 
the Woo Card is, and what you can 
accomplish with it, here is a list 
of some suggestions coming from 
someone who has put his fair share 
of points onto the card while attend- 
ing Worcester State. And for the 
record, no, I am not being paid by 
to advertise the WOO card; I would 
just like to see more people taking 
advantage of all the different things 
that are offered in the community 
and to get some people off there 
couches and into the city to-support 


all of the local acts that perform on 
any given night. I will be out there 
“WOOing” it up, so come meet me 
in the Woo! 

The DCU Center — The Worces- 
ter Sharks season is nearing its end 
and the Woo Card can get you $3.00 
off the already affordable tickets. 
On April 17, Day Glow: Life In 
Color comes to town so find some 
white clothes that will inevitably 
be destroyed! The Woo Card gives 
discounts to select events, ranging 
from trade shows in the convention 
center to world-class performances 
in the arena. Visit DCUCenter.com 
to see who or what is coming to 
town. 

The Hanover Theatre - Award 
winning acts of all kinds in a first 
class venue. Comedy acts, concerts 
of many types, inspirational speak- 
ers, Broadway plays, ballets, and 
much, much more. In June, the 
Blue Man Group will come and get 
things real messy. Almost all events 
are discounted with a Woo Card. Go 
to TheHanover Theatre.org/shows 
for a show list. 

Mechanics Hall - Talk about | 
acoustics! This place is amazing!!! 
I've been here twice and have been 
blown away both times. The build- 
ing and its architecture is a mas- 
terpiece and the orchestras that I 
had the pleasure to hear sounded 
absolutely phenomenal 15% off in 
the Gift Shop with the Woo Card. 
Check out the calendar of events at 
MechanicsHall.org/tickets/calender — 

Worcester Palladium - Perhaps 
one of the biggest reasons I decided 
on coming to WSU; the Palladium 
houses some of the best up and 
coming rock, rap, and metal acts on 
an old at an affordable rate. There is 
New England Metal and Hardcore 
Festival which is in its 14th year. 
This year it starts on Friday April _ 
20th and runs through Sunday April 
21st with headliners that include 
Killswitch Engage, All That Re-- 
mains, and The Black Dahlia Mur- 
der among nearly fifty other bands. 
See the full event lists at thePalla- 
dium.net/events. 

If you are going to NEMAHE, or 
even if you aren't, you may like the 
Higgens Armory Museum which 
has some of the most epic and 
authentic medieval weapons and 
armor in North America. If one is 
truly a tough guy or girl, there is: 
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also sword fighting lessons and nu- 
merous other workshops that relate 
to the old ways of chivalrous com- 
bat. There is plenty of knowledge 

to obtain about weaponry, knight- 
hood, the Viking way of life, and 
much more through its collection of 


art and artifacts. Use of the WOO 


Card saves you $5.00! Learn more at 
Higgens.org 

Moving away from Main Street, 
one turn away on Pleasant Street 
there is Tammany Hall which is 
known for it’s hippie-like environ- 


_ ment on some nights, and it’s rock 


and roll mentality on others. Tues- 
day Night they have Dub Step night, 
and every weekend there are new 
acts performing on the decently 
sized stage, ranging from Hip-Hop 
to Heavy Metal and everything 
in between. Right next door from 
Tammany Hall there are the clubs 
In-Style and Club International 
both which offer a bit of a different 
atmosphere than Tammany Hall, 
and emanate the vibes of the proto- 
typical night-club scene. 

_ Staying on Pleasant Street, about 


halfway between the intersections 


of Park Ave. and Main Street is The 
Raven, which is a nice hall for lo- 
cal acts and the weekly open mics. 
Speaking of open mics, keep mozy- 


ing down Pleasant Street and on the 


corner you will find Leitrims. Get 


your tails down there on Wednesday 


nights to see Worcester State's own 
Jake Mattison tear it up on guitar. 
He takes requests and plays origi- _ 
nals so get there and show some 


_ support! He also plays at Biaggio’s 


Grill a block over on select Thurs- 
day nights. Biaggio’s, which is a nice 
Italian joint on the weekdays, turns 
into a comedy venue on Friday and 
Saturday nights too for Dick’s Bean- 
town Comedy Escape. Come in for 
a laugh, a bite to eat, and a beverage 
to drink. 

Over at Jillian’s on Grove Street 
there are plenty of pool tables and 
arcade games to keep you busy if 


_ there is not a live band playing on 
_ Friday or Saturday. Flock of Ass- 


—_——_ ". — 


holes, one of the best cover bands in 
the land, frequent Jillian’s every few 
weeks. Snatch Alley also shows up 
on Wednesdays and Thursdays for 
Pong tournaments for people 18+. 
While the field is experienced, the 
challenge of winning the cash prizes 
awarded could definitely be worth 
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the hours of practice it takes to win. 
Come challenge me, I dare you! 

The Lucky Dog Music also has 
open mics on Tuesdays through 
Thursdays and also has more profes- 
sional acts on the weekends. The 
Lucky Dog screams Rock and Roll 
and I’ve seen many of great acts play 
on the stage here, usually for a cover 
charge though. Other highlights of 
Green Street include Dive Bar and 
The Banner. 

Ralph's Rock Diner over in Chad- 
wick Square is also a great place 
to see some great local or up and 
coming acts. They have something 
interesting going on literally every 
single night except Sundays. Thurs- 
day nights is Ralph’s Metal Thursday 
which is now up to it’s 160th event. 
Monday nights are also fun for The 
Dirty Gerund Poetry Show that 
starts around 8 p.m. In fact, I'm 
finishing up this article right now 
sitting in a booth at Ralph’s Diner 
and I just ordered a plate of fries. 

I think you get the main idea 
I’m going for here...there is always 
something to do any night of the 
week in the city of Worcester. The 
Woo Card is a great way to save 
money and not going out and expe- 
riencing the culture, to me at least, 
is a great way to waste your time. 

Again, to get yourself a FREE 
College WOO CARD either Google 
“Woo Card” or go to Worcester- 
mass.org and navigate yourself 
from there. To learn more about 
the cultural scene I suggest a few 
publications and websites such as 
Worcester Mag, The Pulse, The 
Pheonix, WorcesterMass.org, 
WorcesterScene.org, and last but not 
least, WSU’s Student Voice! I'll see 
you in the city! Get WOOing! 
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WSU Theater Preview: Dead Man’s Cell 


Phone 


By Matt Cunsolo 


No spoiler alerts here- the man 
in the café is dead. The shy, unas- 
suming Jean, however, does not 
know this when she decides to 
answer his incessantly ringing cell 
phone for him. Nor does she real- 
ize that her decision to do so will 
plunge her into a web of confabula- 
tion as she attempts to mend the 
severed ties he left with his out- 
landish family - only to find the 
greatest transformation may be her 
own. 

It is a whimsical dark comedy, 
prodding at serious themes with 
humorous jabs. Thematically, it is 
a study of human identity and how 
we have adapted in this technologi- 
cal age. How do humans connect in 
a world that is so seemingly super- 
connected, and yet more discon- 
nected than ever? Do they? 

In an interview for The New 
Yorker, conducted by journal- 
ist Paul Rudnick, Sarah Ruhl, the 
American playwright, elaborated 
on this pervading thematic ele- 
ment. “Cell phones, iPods, wireless 
computers will change people in 
ways we dont even understand,’ 
Ruhl stated. “We're less connected 
to the present. No one is where 
they are. There's absolutely no 
reason to talk to a stranger any- 
more—you connect to people you 
already know. But how well do you 
know them? Because you never see 
them—you just talk to them. I find 
that terrifying” 

Her style is renowned for be- - 
ing contemporary and fresh as she 
writes about relevant subject matter 
that until recently has been largely 
unexplored. Her clever insight 
works its way through the script 
with a subtle poignancy. The direc- 
tor and cast have worked diligently 
on crafting complex, realistic char- 
acters with the humanity to explore 
these deep issues of the human 
condition and the right amount 
of quirkiness to highlight the very 
evident humor of the play. 

. Director of the WSU edition, 
Adam Zahler was nice enough to 
anser a few questions about the 


production. When simply asked, 
“Why should people come see this 
play?” He cheerfully responded, 
“Well first of all, because it’s got 

a fabulous cast of student actors. 
They're all wonderful. They’re all 

at different stages of their col- 

lege careers, which means they're 
at different stages of their acting 
careers and in learning about it, but 
they're doing just a remarkable job. 
So that's the first thing... It’s funny, 
and that’s another good thing. It’s 
always’nice to go to a comedy and 
come away with a little more than 
just a laugh and this one’s got a lot 
more than just a laugh to it. But it’s 
also funny and there's a kind of sat- 
isfying gentleness to it that makes it 
really sweet.” 

For those of you captivated by 
the idea of going to see this play 
there is also a blog where you can 
read a series of short interviews 
with each of the cast members and 
keep yourself up to date with all of 
the happenings in the Theater De- 
partment found at http://worcester- 
statetheatre.blogspot.com 

The cast of Dead Man’s Cell 
Phone is Christine Begin (Jean), 
Joe Aliberti (Gordon), Tasha Mat- 
thews (Mrs. Gottlieb), Kelsey Go- 
voni (Hermia), Matthew Cunsolo 
(Dwight), and Sara Penniman (The 
Other Woman/The Stranger). 

Performances of Dead Man's 
Cell Phone are April 19, 20, and 
21 at 8:00 p.m. and April 22 at 2:00 
p.m at Fuller Theater in the Helen 
Shaughnessey Administration 
Building at Worcester State Uni- 
versity. Tickets are $7.00 students, 
$10.00 seniors, and $14.00 general 
admission. 


For reservations and information 
call 508-929-8843. 


Editor’s note: This preview was 
written by a cast member of the 
production but is still a fair synop- 
sis of the upcoming performance. 
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Enroll in UMass Lowell’s nationally accredited Master of - 
Education degree program to earn your initial license in 


> Elementary Education 
> Elementary and Special Education 


> Middle and High School 
¢ Biology i 
¢ Chemistry UMASS 
¢ English | LOWELL 
e General Science ; Learning with Purpose 
¢ History 
¢ Mathematics Apply now at www.uml.edu/grad 
* Physics For information, contact eduoffice@uml.edu 


Remember to check 
out our website, 
www. wsstudentvoice.wordpress. 
com, and “like” us on Facebook at 
Student Voice Newspaper - 
Worcester State University 


| did tt. You can too. 
“! took a summer course at MWCC and transferred 
the credits back to my four-year university.” 
Allie Boucher | 


Allie Boucher, a student at Westfield State University, took a 5 week course last summer at MWCC. 
She then transferred the credits back to Westfield State and is on track to graduate this year. 


Enter & Win! 


» Register for summer or fall by May 1 to 
be entered to win a 3-credit course! 


3 


Mount Wachusett 
YW) Community College 


978-630-9110 e , : 
fs wae adiiwliecaly ; Take a course this summer 


yo 


Scan for more info 


ji & admissions@mwec.edu i Easy to transfer credits. Convenient. Affordable. 


